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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  TOE  AUTHORITY  ETC. 


(a)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


C.L.  Broomhead,  M*D.  ,B.Ch.  ,D.P.H. 


also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs 
of  Caine  &  Chippenham  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Caine  &  Chippenham  and  Malmesbury. 


(b)  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


E.H.  Holroyd,  Cert.  R.S.  1.  , 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Cert. 


(c)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEES. 


The  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  Council  deals 
with  all  matters  pertaining  to  Public  Health. 
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TO:-  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Malmesbury  Borough  Council, 


Mr.  Mayor  6b  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st.  December,  1953* 

Apart  from  four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis, 
little  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year* 

The  Death  Rate  was  remarkably  low;  the 
main  causes  of  death  being  Coronary  Disease  and  other  diseases 
of  the  circulatory  system.  No  children  died  under  the  age  of 
one  year. 


The  demand  for  beds  in  Isolation  Hospitals 
for  infectious  cases  is  steadily  diminishing,  making  this  type 
of  hospital  available  for  the  treatment  and  nursing  of  other 
forms  of  illness.  This  general  freedom  from  infectious  disease, 
however,  requires  constant  vigilance  and  is  in  measure  due  to 
the  activities  of  Local  Authorities  and  Health  Officers  in  the 
past,  i.e.  previous  preventive  measures  in  the  public  health 
field  are  now  paying  a  dividend. 

No  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the 
year.  This  freedom  from  infection  could  be  maintained  provided 
adequate  personal  hygiene  was  practised  by  all,  both  in  the 
home  and  at  places  of  employment.  Education  in  the  school  of 
this  rudimentary  principle  would  diminish  the  need  for  the 
propaganda  which  is  at  present  necessary. 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
showed  an  increase  due  to  the  individual  infection  of  the 
members  of  one  family  occupying  substandard  accommodation. 

Increase  in  the  expectation  of  life 
gives  an  opportunity  for  the  study  of  the  causes  of  Cancer  and 
disease  of  the  circulation  as  these  principally  belong  to  the 
latter  part  of  life.  If  the  Local  Authority  is  to  play  any 
part  in  the  study  of  the  causes  of  disease,  other  than  infectious 
disease,  information  will  be  needed  on  the  incidence  of  the 
other  forms  of  illness  and  disability  necessitating  attendance 
at  a  General  Practitioner’s  Surgery  or  admission  to  hospital. 

Birth  &  Death  Rates,  the  causes  of  death  and  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  constitute  the  only  statistical  information 
received  at  present  with  the  exception  of  the  weekly  and 
quarterly  numerical  returns  from  the  Registrar  General  in 
respect  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  various  Ministries  of  the  Central 
Government  all  issue  from  time  to  time  new  legislation  dealing 
with  the  health  of  the  population,  and  reference  is  made  in 
the  report  to  new  legislation  pertaining  to  health  which  became 
operative  during  1933.  Much  of  the  practical  application  and 
implementation  of  this  legislation  becomes  the  responsibility 
of the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  thereby  adding 
to  his  already  heavy  commitments. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Holroyd  and  the 
staff  of  the  Borough  Council  for  their  help  in  compiling  this 
report. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.L.  BROOMHEAD. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS# 

Area  (in  acres)  .  •  •  • . .202 

Population  . . . . *2515 

No*  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1953  according 

to  the  Rate  Book)  ••••••••••  841 

Rateable  Value  . .  .£14*011 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ,  *••*••••  £56. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS  MALE 

Legitimate  22 

Illegitimate 

Total  Live  Births  22 

Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  • 


FEMALE 

TOTAL 

13 

34 

— 

mm 

13 

34 

•  •  •  • 

.  .  .  .  1,3. 5  per 

1000  of  the 
population. 

1000  of  the 
population. 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 


The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  shows  a  minimal  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  rate  for  1952  which  was  13*7  per  1000  of 
the  population.  The  Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 
however  is  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  1952  quoted  at 
15*3  per  1000  of  the  population. 


STILL  BIRTHS 

BIRTHS  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  -  - 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Total  Still  Births  - 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  still  births  were 
recorded  during  the  year. 
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DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

12 

12 

24 

Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  • 

of  the 
population. 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  •  ••••..  .11,4  per  1000 

of  the 
population. 

The  Death  Rate  this  year  is  very  much  lower  than  the 
figure  given  in  last  year*s  report, i,e,  12,5  per  1000  of  the 
population©  On  the  other  hand  the  Comparative  Rate  for  England 
&  Wales  for  1953  shows  a  minimal  increase  over  the  rate  for  1952 
which  was  11,3  per  1000  of  the  population. 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

”  Lung, Bronchus 

"  w  Breast 

M  11  Uterus 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia , aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bron chitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis, Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostte 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  &  Operations  of  war 


1 

1 


1 


2 

2 

•mm 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


12 


1 


1 


4 

2 

2 

1 


1 


12 


2 

1 


1 

1 


6 

4 

3 

2 

•rt 

1 

1 


2 


TOTAL:- 


. 
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■ 


. 


■ 
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INFANT  I.IORTAL  IT Y. 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  that  no 
deaths  occurred  during  1953  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infectious 


Diseases  notified  during 

1953  c 

is  compa: 

red  with 

1949 

• 1950 , 1951 

and  1952. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

• 

a  b 

a  b 

a  b 

a 

b 

a  b 

DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  1 

* 

14  13 

4 

4 

11  i! 

Whooping  Cough 

1  1 

9  9 

13 

13 

—  — 

D iphtheria 

-  - 

Measles 

5  5 

34  34 

13  13 

59 

59 

10  10 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

.■■a  mi 

2  2 

Ac. Poliomyelitis 
(Non -Paralytic) 

2  2 

Dysentery  ---------- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ---------- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ---------- 

Smallpox  ---------- 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ---------- 

Typhoid  -  -  -  -  -  -  -' 

Food  Poisoning  ----------- 

Erysipelas  -  -  1  1  -  --  --  - 

Pneumonia  A4-~22~--- 

Cerebro  -spinal  Fever.  ---------- 

TOTALS:-  11  11  44  29  28  7 6  76  15  15 

"a"  ss  Numbers  originally  notified 
"b"  =  Numbers  after  correction® 


Apart  from  the  four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified, 
the  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Borough 
was  negligable.  Numerically  the  figure  quoted  for  this  year  is 
the  lowest  recorded  since  1950* 

Investigation  into  the  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
received  special  attention  and  was  the  subject  of  a  report  to 
the  Council  in  December  as  follows: - 

"Since  the  6th.  October,  I  have  received  notifications 
in  respect  of  four  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  On  admission 
to  hospital  the  diagnosis  in  each  case  was  confirmed,  two  of 
the  patients  developing  paralysis,  the  other  patients  remaining 
free?. 


Enquiry  has  shown  that  in  at  least  three  of  these 
cases  there  has  been  some  contact  between  the  families  to 
account  for  the  incidence. 

In  the  surrounding  Rural  Districts  of  Caine  & 
Chippenham  and  Malmesbury  sporadic  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  have 
occurred  also. 

During  the  week  ending  7th.  November,  the  Registrar 
General’s  Return  showed  that  nine  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were 
notified  in  Wiltshire.  Although  the  Registrar  General’s 
weekly  returns  for  England  &  Wales  now  shows  a  gradual  decrease 
in  notifications,  the  week  ending  10th.  October  and  24th. 0 ct0 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (CONTD#  ) 

showed  an  increase  over  the  preceding  weeks#  The  incidence 
of  Poliomyelitis  in  Malmesbury  therefore  would  appear  to  be 
due  to  some  degree  of  contact  between  the  cases  notified, and 
associated  with  slight  and  fluctuating  increases  throughout 
the  country  as  a  whole. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  is  caused  by  a  virus  found  in  the 
nose  and  throat  of  actual  cases  and  contacts*  The  virus  has 
also  been  found  in  the  intestines*  Strict  attention  to  the 
advice  given  concerning  family  contacts,  and  a  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  food  preparation  will  materially  assist  in 
preventing  further  cases’.' 


It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  this  dangerous  disease  has 
not  yet  been  made  a  Notifiable  Disease  within  the  meaning  of 
Section  343  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  so  that  Local 
Authorities  may  exorcise  their  powers  under  Part  V  of  that  Act 
when  necessary. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  -  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED^ DURING  1953  "*■  CORRECTED  FIGURES, 


DISEASE 


Under 

1  yr*  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-45  45-65  TOTAL 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
D iphtheria 
Measles 

Ac.Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

Ac#  Poliomyelitis 
(Non-Paralytic) 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Typhoid 

Food  Poisoning 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Cerebral  Spinal 

Fever* 

TOTAL: - 


1 

mm  mm 

mm  « 

5  2 

1 


7  3 


2 

1 

1 


4 


l 

10 


2 

2 


1  15 


TUBERCULOSIS* 

New  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  confirmed  by  the 
County  Chest  Physician  during  the  year  show  a  sharp  rise  as 
compared  with  1952* 


NEW  CASES  DURING 


YEAR 


PULMONARY  NON  -PULMONARY  TOTAL 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


1  -  1 

1  -  -  1 
7  7 

1  1 

9  1  10 


, 
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. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  (CONTINUED ) 


HEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
DURING-  1953  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

RESP. 

HOIS'  -RESP. 

RESP.  NON -RESP. 

M* 

P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P.  M.  P. 

AGE  PERIODS. 

0 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

15 

2 

1 

25 

1 

1 

35 

1 

45 

55 

65  plus* 

1 

1 

TOTALS: - 

3 

6 

1 

i 

i 

! 

The  above  figures  do  not  represent  the  total 
number  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  living  in  the 
Borough.  In  addition  to  the  new  cases  notified  each  year, 
a  certain  proportion  of  tuberculous  individuals  either  move 
into  the  Borough,  or  move  out*  Remaining  on  the  Register 
of  Tuberculous  Persons  at  the  end  of  1953  were  the  following 
cases* 


Male 

Female 

Total 

PULMONARY 

lb 

IT 

NON -PULMONARY 

i 

- 

1 

TOTAL: - 

ii 

TaT 

27 

The  National  Assistance  Act 

1948 

Sec* 47  Removal  to  suitable 

premises  of 

persons  in 

need 

of  care  and  attention# 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  during  1953* 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  following  children  received  primary  immunisations 
during  1953* 

Under  1  yr.  Ages  1  -  4  Ages  5  -  14  TOTAL: 

23  ' "  ‘  18  5  ~ 

Total  immunised  child  population  as  at  3 1»  12*53* 

Ages  0 -A  yrs  Ages  5  ~  14  TOTAL 

155  424  "W 


, 


. 


' 


- 


.... 

. 


.c 
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VACCINATION 


The  following  children  were  vaccinated  during  1953 
Under  1  yr»  Ages  1  -  A  Ages  5-14 

15  or  over 

■u  jTr\.i  ■»  ■' 1  ■  »■  «■!■■■■ 

3 

TOTAL:-  18 

LEGISLATION, 

During  the  year  under  review  the  follov/ing  legislation 
relating  to  public  health  came  into  operation, 

1*  The  Public  Health( Inf cctious  Disease)  Regulations,  1953. 

These  regulations  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st. 
April,  supercede  the  Public  Health  ( Infectious  Disease )  Regns. 
1927  and  the  Inf ectious  D i  sease  (London)  Regulations,,  1927» 

The  general  substance  and  form  of  the  new  regulations  are 
similar  to  the  old,  in  that  they  require  notification  of 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  but  in  addition,  Local  Authorities  are  now  empowered 
to  take  action  against  the  risk  of  food  poisoning  in  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever  and  other  salmonella  infections 
dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  food 
poisoning.  The  regulations  provide  for  action  to  be  taken  not 
only  with  regard  to  a  person  suffering  from  the  disease,  but 
also  a  person  shown  to  be  a  carrier  of  the  disease,  thus  such 
persons  may  not  only  be  prevented  from  continuing  to  work  in  an 
occupation  connected  v/ith  food  or  drink,  but  also  from  entering 
such  an  occupation  A  copy  of  the  regulations  were  sent  to 
all  medical  practitioners  practising  in  the  Borough, 

2*  The  Milk(  Special  Designation)(Pasteurised  &  Sterilised  Milk) 

( Amendmen t )  Re gula t ions ,  1953 » 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  20th,  Dec. 
1953  and  require  that  as  from  the  1st,  October,  1954  containers 
of  pasteurised  milk  must  be  provided  with  over-lapping  caps, and 
permits  the  sterilisation  of  milk  in  cans  or  other  suitable 
containers  as  well  as  in  bottle Sj 

3.  The  Milk  &  Dairies  (Amendment).  Regulations,  1953. 

These  amendment  regulations  which  came  into  force  on 
the  27th„  December,  1953  exclude  from  the  registration  require¬ 
ments  of  the  principal  regulations*  persons  who  sell  cream  in 
the  hermetically  sealed  containers  in  which  it  is  delivered 
to  the  premises  and  who  are  not  otherwise  distributors  of  milk. 

k*  Local  Government  Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 » 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  14th.  July, 

1953  provides,  inter  alia,  for  the  making  of  Closing  Ord.ers  in 
respect  of  certain  buildings  hitherto  required  to  be  demolished 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  and  also  provides  for 
the  revocation  of  a  Demolition  Order  and  the  making  of  a 
Closing  Order  on  the  property  in  lieu  thereof* 

v 

In  addition  to  the  new  Fublic  Health  Legislation 
laid  before  Parliament  during  the  year,  various  circulars, 
memoranda  and  Orders  ha.ve  been  issued  oy  the  Mmistrys  of 
Health, Pood  on  matters  pertaining  to  health  covered  by  the 
existing  Public  Health  Acts* 
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LEGI SLAT ION  ( CONTINUED  ) 

Impending  Legislation  which  may  possibly  come  into 
force  during  1954  include  a  new  Pood  &  Drugs  Act, Slaughter¬ 
house  Act  and  a  Housing  Act. 

During  the  preparation  of  this  report  the  following 
Circulars  and  Memorandum  have  been  received. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

A  Circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  stresses  that  Local  Authorities  should  now 
take  up  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  the  campaign  of  Slum  Clearance 
which  the  War  interrupted.  This  is  a  matter  which  will 
require  careful  thought  and  planning  during  the  forthcoming 
year. 


PREVENTION  OP  TUBERCULOSIS. 


A  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the 
prevention  of  this  disease,  mentions,  inter  alia,  that  the 
rapid  decline  in  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  recent 
years  has  not  been  accompanied  by  a  corresponding  decline  in 
notifications  and  that  this  indicates  a  need  for  intensifying 
various  preventive  measures. 

Under  existing  legislation,  the  County  Council,  the . 
District  Council  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  collectively 
responsible  for  the  treatment  and  after-care  of  the  tuberculous 
patient.  The  prevention  of  this  disease  also  rests  with  this 
" tripartite"  body;  the  main  function  of  the  district  council 
being  to  ensure  that  the  tuberculous  patient  and  his  family  are 
adequately  housed. 


—0—0— 0—0— 0—0— 0—0— 0—0— 


I 


Page  10 


I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  E.H.  Holroyd  for  the  following 
information  concerning  Water  Supplies,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 
and  statistics  as  required  by  the  Factories  Acts. 1937  and 
1948. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  Borough  obtains  water  supplies  from  two  sources, 
namely,  frorna  borehole  153  feet  deep  at  Park  Road,  and  from 
three  springs  feeding  a  shallow  well  at  Holloway.  The 
water  is  pumped  by  electrically  driven  centrifugal  pumps  to 
a  water  tower  of  55*000  gallons  capacity,  whence  it  reaches 
the  consumers  by  gravity*  A  bulk  supply  is  given  to  the 
Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 

The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  pumped  for  use  in 
the  Borough  during  1953  was  102,000  gallons,  giving  40  gallons 
per  day  per  head  of  the  population  estimated  at  2,550©  In 
addition,  an  average  of  34*000  gallons  per  day  was  supplied 
to  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council*  The  two  sources 
have  given  a  satisfactory  supply,  as  regards  both  quantity 
and  quality. 

The  only  form  of  treatment  the  water  receives  is 
chlorination  by  the  drip  feed  method,  and  this  is  regularly 
carried  out  at  both  sources  of  supply. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  tender  of  £50,130  was 
accepted  from  Sir  Lindsay  Parkinson  and  Company  Ltd.  for 
the  laying  of  new  mains.  The  erection  of  a  reinforced 
concrete  water  tower  of  300,000  gallons  capacity,  and  the 
provision  of  a  new  pump  house,  pumps  and  motor  at  Park  Road 
Borehole.  The  Contractors  commenced  operations  on  the  30th. 
November,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  portions  of  the  new  5" 
main  along  Abbey  Row  and  the  6M  rising  main  to  the  tower  site 
had  been  laid. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  served  by  an  obsolete 
system  of  sowers,  which  discharge,  through  small  catchpits, 
into  the  river.  There  are  no  works  for  the  treatment  of  the 
sewage,  and  pollution  of  the  River  Avon  occurs0 

All  the  details  have  been  completed  in  connection 
with  the  Council1 s  new  Sewerage  Scheme  to  provide  a  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  trunk  sewers,  and  the  Council  are  now 
awaiting  for  the  Ministry  to  give  a  starting  date. 
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PART  1  OF  THE  ACT . 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  ( including 

~  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspe ct ors I* 


PREMISES 


No*  Number  of 

on  Y/ritten  0  ccupiors 

Register.  Inspns*  Notices  Prosecuted* 


1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3*4  & 

6  are  to  "be  enforced 

"by  Local  Authorities.  16 

2*  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec*7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority.  13 

3*  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Out -Workers 
premises)*  4 


20 


14 


9 


TOTAL: - 


33  43 


2*  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND* 

Found  Remedied  Referred  Prosoc- 

TO  HM  Inspr*  BY  HM  utions 

Particulars*  Inspr* Instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 


7 


Sanitary  Conveniences 

i(Bec.7) 

(a)  Insufficient" 

(b)  Unsuitable  of 
Defective. 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexos. 


G 


3 


TOTAL: - 


10 


9 
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annual  report  of  the  sanitary 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING-  31st«DE0EMBER .1953. 


To  the  Mayor, Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Malmesbury. 


Gentlemen , 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Dept, 
during  the  year  1953* 

The  tables  and  statistics  are  set  out  as 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  42/51. 

It  has  only  been  possible  to  carry  out  a  minimum 
of  the  routine  work  of  the  Department  because  of  my  other 
duties,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  work  in  the  office, 
which  takes  up  almost  half  my  time. 

Again  I  have  the  pleasant  task  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obed-^nt  Servant, 


E.H.  HOLROYD. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

During  the  year  the  refuse  tip  at  Sunset  Hill 
was  filled,  and  another  site  was  obtained  at  Arches  Farm, 
consisting  of  a  disused  quarry  approximately  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  site  was 
obtained  at  a  considerably  cheaper  rental  than  that  demanded 
for  the  old  tip,  and,  as  the  average  haulage  distance  is 
slightly  less  than  half,  there  should  be  some  saving  in  costs. 
This  saving,  however,  will  gradually  be  offset  bj?  the  increasing 
number  of  collections,  due  to  the  erection  of  n ew  houses.  A 
twice  weekly  collection  is  still  maintained. 

Salvaged  paper  and  cardboard  are  collected  with 
the  refuse,  and  a  special  collection  is  made  once  monthly 
from  business  premises.  During  the  year  a  total  of  22  tons 
15  cwts  was  collected,  realising  £73*  4«  6*  Although  this 
year!s  collection  exceeded  last  yearTs  by  nearly  4  tons  the 
income  dropped  by  nearly  one-half,  due  to  another  fall  in 
price  from  5/-  to  3/6d.  per  cwt. 

SHOPS  UNDER  THE  SHOPS  ACTS. 

One  case  of  an  employee  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  working  more  than  the  statutory  hours  was  investigated, 
but  generally  it  was  found  that  the  conditions  of  employees 
were  satisfactory. 
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Meat. 


There  is  no  slaughtering  of  meat  for  sale  within 
the  Borough,  the  meat  heing  "brought  from  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  Slaughterhouse  at  Cirencester  to  the  five  butchers  in 
the  town. 


The  killing  of  pigs  for  the  Ministry  of  Pood  and 
for  private  owners  continues  at  the  Bacon  Factory.  The 
following  statistics  relate  only  to  pigs  killed  for  the 
Ministry: - 

Number  of  pigs  killed . 5*825 

Number  of  pigs  inspected . 5*825 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . .  3 

Carcases  in  which  some  part  c r  organ  was  condemned  •  66 


Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  disease 


other  than  tuberculosis .  1.13 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  ......  4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  •  186 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ......  .  3*19 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned:  1  ton.  18  cwts. 
Pood  Premises. 


The  number  of  food  premises  inthe  Borough,  by 
type  of  business,  are  given  belowr:  - 


Grocers  .  7 

Greengrocers  •  .  3 

Butchers . .5 

Small  General  Shops  .  .  .13 

Sweetshops . 5 

Wet  Pish  Shops . 2 

Pried  Pish  Shops  ....  2 

Cake  Shops  . . 4 

Restaurants  .  6 

Hotels  serving  meals  to 
non-residents.  .  5 


Inspections  were  made  of  all  the  premises  during 
the  year,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness,  as  regards  both 
the  premises  and  the  handling  of  food,  is  satisfactory. 

The  five  butchers*  shops  are  all  registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  sausages,  and  all  premises  arc  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  In  addition,  there  are  two  other  premises 
registered  under  Section  14  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of 
chitterlings  and  faggots. 


t 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (CONTINUED) 

Ice-Cream. 

There  are  13  shops  selling  ice-cream*  all  of  which 
are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act*  1938 
and  from  all  of  which  pre -wrapped  ice  cream  stored  at  a 
regular  temperature  by  refrigeration,  is  sold.  Five  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Milk. 


There  is  one  milk  producer  and  three  milk  retailers 
in  the  Borough.  Two  of  the  dairies  are  in  the  Borough,  whilst 
the  other  is  in  the  adjoining  Rural  District.  The  two  local 
retailers  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949  for  the  sale  of  both  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteurised 
milk.  There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants,  and  no  producers 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  the  Borough* 

Bakehouses. 


There  are  no  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  and  all 
the  broad  distributed  is  baked  outside  the  district. 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption*  and  surrender  notes  were 
issued  accordingly.  The  biggest  proportion  condemned  was 
beef,  and  this  was  mainly  due  to  bone  taint.  All  meat  condemned 
is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Agents  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food;  diseased  meat  and  offal  from  the  Bacon  Factory  is  burnt 
in  the  factory  boiler,  and  other  condemned  foodstuffs  are 
collected  and  buried  at  the  refuse  tip. 


Foodstuff 

Wei gh t 

Tinned  fruit 

43  lbs 

"  meat 

49  " 

'*  milk 

10  ” 

**  soup 

2  " 

”  tomatoes 

13  " 

**  beans 

1  " 

Sausages 

24  " 

Fish 

14  " 

Jam 

2  " 

Lamb 

6  " 

Beef 

2,047  " 

Total  weight  surrendered:  19  cwts.  2  qrs.  27  lbs. 


HOUSING-. 


The  remaining  four  of  the  twenty-four  Cornish  Unit 
houses  at  Hobbes*  Close  were  completed  and  occupied^at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  it  was  decided  to  complete  this 
site  by  the  erection  of  five  bungalows. 

The  development  of  the  roads  and  sewers  on  the  Corn 
Gastobs  sito  was  commenced  and  finished  during  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  the  final  surfacing  of  the  roads  and 
footpaths,  which  is  being  left  until  some  of  the  houses  have 
been  erected,  and  work  was  commenced  on  the  erection  of 
twenty  four  traditional  houses.  A  further  allocation  of 
22  Cornish  Unit  houses  had  already  been  made  for  this  site, 
but  it  was  decided,  and  the  Ministry  agreed  to  change  these 
Cornish  Units  to  Holcot  houses,  reducing  the  allocation  to 
twenty  in  order  to  transfer  two,  as  bungalows  to  Hobbes 
Close*.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  erection  of  the  Holcot 
Houses  will  commence  early  in  1934° 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  112  applicants  on  the 
waiting  list  for  houses,. 

No  house-to-house  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  the  housing  statistics  recorded  in 
the  following  table  are  the  results  of  action  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  Act: 


Housing  Statistics  for  1953^ 

1 •  Unfit  dwelling  houses  -  Inspection. 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hsg«  Acts)*  .  .  .  .17 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose, 


•  •  a  © 


36 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  19320NIL. 


(3) 


(4) 


Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  e  ......  0  •  . . 1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ......  9  .  »  •  0  ........  .  17 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  n otices. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  off'  leers*  o  .  .  .  .  »  »  »  «  ...  15 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  consequence 
of  action  by  the  Local  Authority  .  . . NIL 

3*  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections,  9 <,‘10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936,  *  »  »  .  .  .  c .  .  . . .  NIL 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  .....  NIL 

4 •  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  »  Overcrowding 0 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  *  11 


(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ......  12 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .......  55 

(b)  Numbef  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 


du  r  1  rg  the  year.  .  .  .  .  «  *  .  o  .  ->  •  .  .  o  .  »  *  a 

(c) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  •  ...  .  .  «  .  ™  «  .  o»  »  ..  .  .  ...NIL 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0  •  .  .  NIL 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

overcrowding*  .  ..  .  ...  ......  ..... 


NIL 
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Visits  and  inspections  made  during  1953* 


Investigation  of  complaints . 27 

Pood  premises . 41 

Ice  cream  premises  . . 19 

Butchers*  shops  . . 17 

Pish  Shops  11 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops . 5 

Restaurants  .  .....  6 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  . . .10 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Acts  ..........  13 

Factories  43 

Bacon  Factory  . . .  104 

New  Drainage  Works  13 

Moveable  dwellings  ......  .  3 

Rat  Infestations  . .  11 

Council  house  repairs  .  .  51 

Revisits  .  . . 16 
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STATEMENT  OP  NUISANCES  RECORDED 

AND  ABATED 

DURING  1953. 

Nature  of  Complaiit 

No.  durin, 

g  No.  abated. 

No.  out- 

year 

standing 

Choked  dr 

ains 

11 

11 

M 

Defective 

drains 

4 

4 

— 

tf 

water  closets 

3 

2 

1 

if 

roofs 

5 

4 

1 

i? 

gutters  &  rainwater 

pipes 

2 

1 

1 

ft 

ceilings 

1 

1 

- 

t? 

walls 

4 

3 

1 

ft 

floors 

l 

1 

- 

t» 

windows 

7 

5 

2 

Dirty  rooms 

6 

6 

- 

nuisance 

from  animals 

1 

1 

- 

insanitary  accumulations 

3 

3 

- 

Miscellaneous 

.  7  . 

.  ,5 . . 

2 

-U5 

47 

IT" 

« 


' 


1 

1 

4 


1 

) 


